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Queslion

Whcthcranaifcaficrwouldvio]atccurrcnll4C.F.ll.sectioni2l.99(tr)iflheaircarricrhilcsa
contractor to pfovidc data-link communications systems ii that sane contractor also transnlrts
data to air car er crelvs under contract tbr ATO?

llarkground

Alr carlicrs opcratlng Ludcr palt l2l are currently recluired lo aintain voice fadio capabllities
rvith Air 'l'rafflc Control (ATC) and $'ith fie air canier's dlspatclr ofticc. Titlc 14, scctLon

121.99[b) ol Lhe Code of liederal Regulations provides that for Domestic Operations and f]ag
Opcrations. thc commrmlcations s)'sterl1s rrsed ii lhe carrier's airplane and the air carficl's
clispatch offlce must bc indepcndent ol-any system operatcd b-y the Unilcd Strtes.

l\4an) air caniefs have hjred conhactors to provide the dispalch communicalion <quiprrcnt
nccessaly lbr airclafl creuucntcrs to coLnmunicate \ith lhe air carricr's dispatch otticc on a

tbr.hlrc basis. t hesc contracts me] be solely fot voiccJink scrviccs. or ihev ma! be fof a

conbinationofvoice-anddatalinkseNiccs.'lhcFAA'sAirTrafficOrganization(ATO)is
conside|ing colltracting \'/ith the privatc scctor to plovide the ATO rvith data-link capabilitics
\!ilh airbome airciirtl. Ilo\\'cler. thc Al'O inlends to conlinue to maintain the Govcmmcnt's o\\n
l oice radio communications s) stem so that air tr'affic controllcrs and pilots can culnmLLlli!xt.'
rvith each othcf.

I1 the ,\TO supplements its voice radio transmilter/r'eceivcr equipn,ent with a contraclol-
provided data-link s-ystcm. then the issue arises as to whcthcr an air carriel lhat uses the sarrc
contraclor tbf voicc anddata linlt capabiLities u'ould violate l':iC.f.R. seclion 121.99(b) ssafetl



requiremenls because the air cauier"s communications svstenl \roLrld not bc indeperdent oi thc
system opcfated bJ the ATO.

0pini.)n

Under thc curent FAA safet\'1ules, an air carrief using a contractor for its r,ojce- and data,link
communications systems rvill not be in violation of sectiorl 121.99(b) if ATO selects lhe sdlne
conhactor to provide data-link services for lhe government. -fhis 

assumes that thc ATO wjll
continue lo ll1aintain Go\,er-nmellt-ou,l1cd voice communications svstems.

Cu(ent |AA safety mlcs rcquire voice communication capabilities betu,ecn the Domestic/Flag
air carricr aircraft. air carrier dispatch o11ices. and A'l C. A declsion by the A'l O ro contuct lbr
data-Link services liom a third party \\,ill not slspend the A fO's ou,n voice
lransmillillg,/recciving con1mLlnications sJ'sten. Therefore, allhough thc ajf cal.der's and A'l O s

dataljnk syslems may bc provided by the same contractor. an air'carlier's voice contnLrnications
s)stcm $'iil slill be independent olthe voice communiciltions svstem operated b) lhe linitecl
States as required by lhe regulation.

Scction I 21 .99(b) permits thc usc of a Govemment communications svsten in an entqfgenct . lt
a calricr's Yoice- or dala-link communicatiorls systenl became unusabie and thc ajrcrail s crerv or
dispalch needed to transmit crjtical safet-v information. such an enter'gency situation could jLrstift
allowing lhe carrier to usc A I O's voice- or'clata-link connnunications systcm. lvltether directl)
owned lrv thc OoYeDmenl or provided undcr co]ltract.

I trust this responds to yollr conccrns. Please iet rrre know il vou have additional qucstions
regar.ling tllis nlalter.


